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Among the unsung figures of Australia’s Liberal political history, Joseph Jones 
(1824–1887), a Welsh Quaker emigrant, does not figure highly. Indeed, the 
Australian Dictionary of Biography provides only a brief insight into his life. 
And yet Jones was a colourful character and is certainly worthy of greater 
scrutiny as an entrepreneur in Ballarat, Victoria, and later a politician who 
staunchly advocated free-trade and other liberal values in the Victorian 
goldfields. 

Dr Allen is a Visiting Fellow at ANU and at Newcastle University. A former 
Fulbright Professor in Missouri, he was also a Reader in History at the 
University of South Wales. His research interests include the social and 
religious history of the British Isles and America, especially emigration to 
Pennsylvania. He has published on Quakerism, migration, and 
identity, notably Quaker Communities in Early Modern Wales (2007); the co-
authored The Quakers, 1656–1722 (2018) and several edited books. He is 
currently writing Welsh Quaker Emigrants and Colonial Pennsylvania and co-
authoring, Quaker Networks and Moral Reform in the North East of England.




